
 
 

Join us in the Czech Republic! 

Be a part of a truly unique cross-cultural experience that will allow you to share God’s Word with the children of 

Plzen. After two years without any American volunteers due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, we are excited to debut a new 

program over the Easter Holiday and are currently looking for volunteers. Your efforts will focus on sharing the Gospel 

and growing the community of believers at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Plzen.  

  

The History 

Mission work began in the Plzen in 1990 and from the beginning, the goal was to start a Christian Day School. This school 

opened in 1992 and for many years, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) supplied American Christian teachers to 

Martin Luther School in Plzen. Unfortunately, in 2009 visa restrictions changed for the country and volunteers could no 

longer teach on a tourist visa. It looked like the foreign-aided Christian outreach might be ending. God blessed his 

followers with a little creative thinking, and volunteers began working with the church and school for shorter periods 

during the school year. These volunteers and the pastors of St Paul’s Church saw an even greater opportunity to share 

the Gospel with the children of a country that needs to hear of our Risen Savior Jesus Christ and what He has done for 

us. In July 2011 the church held the first English VBS and the program has grown every summer.  

  

Czech history has resulted in a country that is full of pride at being the most atheistic country in Europe. After years of 

being governed by the Holy Roman Empire, Austrian Empire, Nazi Germany, and Soviet Russia, religion is viewed as a 

source of turmoil, persecution, and war. Now that independence has finally arrived in the nation, the people are able to 

change this association if given the opportunity. The English VBS tries to demonstrate the many blessings of faith to the 

children of Plzen. 

  

At the start of your trip, you will be met by one of the pastors in Plzen and taken to the school. The school is the only 

remaining pre-World War II era building in the Skvrnany neighborhood of Plzen. During the weekends and evenings, you 

will have the opportunity to visit local landmarks and shop for souvenirs. 

  

Details 

Dependent upon the country’s COVID restrictions at the time of the program, volunteers will stay in the mission 

apartment on the fourth floor above the school.* The mission apartment has three rooms with multiple beds and 

couches. All linens and towels are provided. Breakfast and lunch will be prepared on site during the week. Dinner is 

typically enjoyed at restaurants around the city of Plzen.  

 

Individuals and groups of all sizes are welcome but the maximum number of people for this trip is set at 6.  

 



Volunteers will instruct/assist students in classroom lessons on English language, Bible history, art, music, and indoor 

and outdoor activities. Lesson plans are provided to the volunteers for the different lesson and activity periods, but 

outside prep may be needed such as material set up and practice teaching 

  

*If in-country restrictions do not allow non-school personnel into the school during school operating hours, volunteers 

will stay in alternative housing nearby.  

 

Schedule for the week 

You will arrive on Saturday. Sunday morning will start by attending a church service, followed by a day of orientation and 

getting to know the area. From Monday to Wednesday, you will visit religion classes at the school (dependent on COVID 

restrictions at the time) and have an opportunity to sightsee in Plzen and Prague. On Thursday and Friday, you will take 

part in a day long program, running from 9:00am-3:00pm. There will be a Good Friday church service followed by a lock-

in at the church/school for the children. On Saturday morning, the parents will reunite with the students for a field trip 

in the area around Plzen. Sunday morning will once again start by attending a church service, followed by a potluck 

lunch. Monday morning, you will return to the airport to head home.  

 

Expected Costs 

The main cost for the trip is the airfare. In country, the trip can be done for around $200/person depending on the 

number of souvenir purchases.  

- Food: Typically, volunteers will go grocery shopping for breakfast and lunch items. The cost of these grocery runs 

should be around $50/person for the week (cereal/toast/eggs for breakfast and 

sandwich/vegetables/yogurt/chips for lunch). Most evenings the team will eat dinner in a local restaurant. 

Meals out can be expected to cost $8-12/person. Add $2/beverage and $2-3/side dish. Most Czech meals are 

purchased as meat + side dish. Only a few meals are priced as one unit. 

- Transportation: The Pastors and/or Coordinator will arrange for all volunteers to be picked up and dropped off 

at the airport in Prague. While in Plzen, the tram is easily accessible and costs about $1.50 per round-trip ride 

from the school to the city center. A transport card is provided by the mission and one time use tickets are 

available for purchase. Train and bus transportation for sightseeing outside of Plzen is usually $8-12 round-trip.  

 

Traveling during COVID-19 

Restrictions change frequently, often with very little notice. For international entry restrictions, 3-4 days’ notice is 

expected. While we will watch restrictions, we are not in control of them and will have to obey any new guidelines that 

are in place. We will do everything we can to help ease the team through any restriction changes. Expected situations 

involve:  

- COVID testing 

- Quarantine and social distancing measures 

- Mask Mandates 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Do I have to have the COVID-19 vaccine? 

A: Yes, the Czech Republic only allows fully vaccinated foreigners into the country for tourism purposes. The government 

of the Czech Republic defines fully vaccinated against COVID-19 as two weeks from the date of the second dose for up to 

nine months post second dose. A booster shot will extend the validity indefinitely.  

• Example: First dose on 1/29/21. Second dose on 2/26/21. Fully vaccinated status from 3/12/21 until 11/26/21. 



Booster on 11/29/21 resumes full vaccination status.  

  

Q: What is the closest airport? 

A: Vaclav Havel Airport in Prague. It is about an hour drive from the airport into Plzen. Transportation to and from the 

airport is arranged by St. Paul’s, Plzen. 

  

Q: Do I need anything special to travel to the Czech Republic? 

A: Starting in 2022, travelers will need to apply for an ETIAS prior to entry into the Schengen Area of Europe. There is 

currently no date for when this system will go into place. If the ETIAS has not gone into effect at the date of departure, 

only a valid passport is required.   

  

Q: What is the weather like? 

A: The weather in Plzen is very similar to the Midwestern United States. Spring will be cool and rainy.   

  

Q: Is the Czech Republic safe? 

A: Traveling to the Czech Republic is as safe as traveling to any other part of the world. There are no current security 

threats. 

  

Q: What if I want to stay longer or arrive earlier? 

A: Absolutely! Keep the Program Coordinator updated on your plans and we’ll do what we can to assist you in any way. 

  

Q: What sightseeing activities are available? 

A: Plzen is surrounded by history. Within the city there is a cathedral, synagogue, multiple museums, brewery, and many 

parks. In the areas around Plzen, there are numerous castles, monasteries, and small towns just waiting to be explored. 

Every volunteer gets an opportunity to spend an entire day in Prague with a local tour guide.   

 

For additional information, please email PlzenVBS@gmail.com  

  

Related Links 

Travel info for the Czech Republic 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/CzechRepublic.html 

  

COVID-19 Information: 

https://cz.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information-71/ 

https://www.mvcr.cz/mvcren/docDetail.aspx?docid=22239932&doctype=ART 

https://koronavirus.mzcr.cz/en/  

 

English Website    Czech Website    

http://ceskyluterani.org/    http://www.luterani.cz  

 

Video of 2018 Mission Trip  Facebook Page 

https://youtu.be/YG1WBugMEWc  https://Facebook.com/PlzenVBS   
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